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I
nterior Design is a profession that offers a unique oppor-

tunity to enhance lives and environments where we work

and live.  ASID and the interior design industry as a whole

have a long standing commitment to serving communities.

Through our actions as well as our words, the public should

know we value stewardship as one of our professional attributes.

You never know how or when you will be called to use your

skills, but when you say yes your life will be changed.  This

was the story for Mary Dluzen, a member of ASID since 1987.

As the current Illinois Chapter President she encourages

members to think about the opportunities available through

the new chapter mentor program or through our Community

Outreach Chairperson, Suzanne Maviano.  Suzanne is our

best resource if you are looking for a project or if you are cur-

rently involved with stewardship she would like to hear from

you.

Deborah’s Place opened in 1985 as a private not-for-profit

corporation that seeks to provide women with the choices to 

successfully meet the challenges they face on the road to

healing themselves and finding home.  

Ten years later, when an old commercial loft was secured

the vision emerged for a building to combine an overnight

shelter, transitional housing, daytime programs, a learning

and a creative center.  Designers, artists, architects, manu-

facturers, private and public agencies and volunteers put

their hearts and souls into creating a place that women who

are homeless or formerly homeless could call home.  That

home became the Patty Crowley Apartments, formerly

Deborah’s Place II.  Chairperson Pat Martin, ASID contacted

seven ASID designers, students and IP members who all

agreed to became part of a team.  Mary Dluzen, ASID and

Mary Lou Kalmus, ASID, were among the talent on the

ground floor of planning and design for the project.  Working

together, they contacted manufactures and consulted in the

areas of lobbies and lounges.  The result was a simple envi-

ronment that is easy to maintain, durable, practical yet

homey and in keeping with the regulations of city and state

authorities.

Pleased with the previous efforts, Deborah’s Place request-

ed ASID involvement on another community service project.

The following year, the Rebecca Johnson Apartments project

developed because of the need to combine the corporate

offices with a longer term housing option for women.  A ded-

icated group of ASID designers volunteered again.  Several

designers provided their skills in creating comfortable apart-

ments and lounges.  Mary along with fellow ASID member Pat
Martin, ASID planned and specified furniture for all of the

S t e w a r d s h i p  a n d  A S I D

Mary Dluzen, ASID, Patricia Martin, ASID and Mary Lou
Kalmus, ASID hard at work on the Patty Crowley
Apartments, 1995.

Patty Crowley
Apartments,
1995

Saint John of the Cross Festival, 2004
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staff offices.  In the final stage of the project, they returned

and sorted through hundreds of donated pieces of art,

arranged and hung them throughout the building.

Next, Mary responded to a request from the ASID Illinois

Chapter through Designs for Dignity of Heartland Alliance.

The largest of those projects, Southwest Women Working

Together, received the 2006 ASID National Community

Service Award.  The mission was to create an interior space

that combined training and therapy rooms, offices, library

and a flexible community gathering space, while maintaining

a safe, nurturing and relaxing environment.  Mary and sever-

al other devoted ASID members provided some 500 hours

pro bono services.  With limited funds, the team specified

and selected colors, carpets, tile, lighting, furniture and fab-

rics, art and accessories, refurbished donated furnishings

and worked with an independent artist who created the entry

mural.  This project exemplifies the goal of healing with

design.  “I was very proud of this team that worked to make

it happen” Mary stated.

Closer to home, Mary has worked on many projects, parties

and events at her parish – Saint John of the Cross.  Shortly

after receiving her design degree, she organized a group of

volunteers to redecorate a home shared by eleven IBVM

Loreto Sisters.  The Sisters have been committed to teaching

and working in the parish since the early 60’s, so the

Women’s Club and parish wanted to give back. Since they

take a vow of poverty, we were sensitive to providing them

with a place that was comfortable and welcoming, yet simple.

Parish celebrations aren’t uncommon, but one developed

into quite a production.  The theme, reconnecting with one

another, led to creating “neighborhoods” represented by vari-

ous symbols displayed under a sky projected on the tent’s ceil-

ing.  Mary and a talented friend Karen Hipskind, designed

props and managed many volunteers during this Parish event

that emphasized the need to reach out to the world beyond

our own neighborhood.  With these occasional events and

ongoing service through the Art & Environment committee,

she stays connected to her Parish and finds an opportunity to

use her design talents to enrich yet another environment.

C a n  y o u  h a v e  s o m e  f u n  w h i l e  h e l p i n g  a  c a u s e?
C h o o s e  a  c a u s e ,  g e t  i n v o lv e d ,  f i n d  a  p r o j e c t ,  p l a n  a

c e l e b r a t i o n  a n d  g i v e  b a c k !  Yo u  w o n ’ t  r e g r e t  i t .

Website: www.c-thruwindowfilm.com • Email: info@c-thruwindowfilm.com

Northbrook, IL 60062
847-272-TINT (8468)
FAX: 847-498-1551

Let C-THRU WINDOW FILM 
customize the film to your needs.

Our uniformed technicians have over
30 years of experience installing win-

dow film. We are recommended by
leading interior designers 

and architects.

THINK window film to...
• Eliminate 99% of the harmful rays
• Protect furnishings from fading
• Reduce unwanted heat and annoying glare
• Add security from broken glass

Before UV Rays DO DAMAGE,

Think Window Film!
Sea lmas te r,  Inc .

®

STATE-OF-THE-ART
Protective Sealing of Fine

Furniture, Carpeting 
and Wallcoverings for 
resistance to Oil, Dirt 

and Water Stains.

• Customized Treatment for
each Fabric and Fiber

• Personalized Attention
to Designers and their
Clients

C U S T O M I Z E D  F I B E R  P R O T E C T I O N

For further information and/or brochure call:

847.480.SEAL

Click on ad for more information on this company.

http://www.sealmasterinc.com
mailto:info@c-thruwindowfilm.com
http://www.c-thruwindowfilm.com 
http://www.sealmasterinc.com
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T
h e  S p e a ke r s  B u r e a u i s  look ing  to  bui ld  our

newly  launched on l ine  d i rectory  o f  speakers .

We  r e g u l a r l y  r e c e i v e  c a l l s  fo r  d e s i g n e r s  t o

speak  to  bus iness  and  chamber  assoc ia t ions ,

women's  g roups ,  communi ty  o rgan iza t ions  and  o ther

s imi lar  types  o f  g roups .  These  speak ing  engagements

can  be  qui te  a  success fu l  market ing  too l  and  venue  for

new c l ients  –  you  are  the  exper t  they  want  to  handle

the i r  pro ject !   I f  you  have  a  top ic  o f  in teres t  that  you

could  speak  on  for  45-60 minutes ,  p lease  le t  us  know.

No topic  comes  to  mind?   We are  a lso  in teres ted  in

ta lk ing  wi th  des igners  wi l l ing  to  deve lop  a  presentat ion

around a  spec ia l  request .

I t ’s  easy !   Cons ider  these  incent ives :

•  No  cost  to  jo in  –  th is  i s  a  membership  benef i t  to

ass is t  your  market ing  e f for ts

•  Ra ise  awareness  o f  ASID and i t s  members  as  the  

in ter ior  des ign  exper ts

•  Promot ion  o f  the  Speakers  Bureau  through our  PR

agency

•  $50 speak ing  s t ipend to  o f fset  presentat ion  or

t rave l  costs

•  Onl ine  d i rectory  inc lus ion  wi th  your  photo  and

l ink  to  your  webs i te  –  check  i t  out  -

www.asid i l l inois .com/speakers -bureau.php
•  Bookings  coord inated  through the  ASID of f ice

•  And .  .  .  poss ib ly  a  major  consumer  event  for  ’07  

featur ing  some of  our  speakers .

The  Speakers  Bureau  a lso  inv i tes  par t ic ipat ion  f rom
our  Indust ry  Par tner  members  in teres ted  in  teaming
with  a  des igner.  A l l  IP  members  wi l l  be  pa i red  wi th  a
des igner  to  jo int ly  deve lop  a  presentat ion  that  i s
educat iona l  in  na ture  (and  fo rge  a  new bus iness
a l l iance ! )  These  jo int  presentat ions  wi l l  o f fer  the
consumer  a  unique  look  a t  both  des ign  and products .  

Current ly,  we  have  four  IP  members  in teres ted  in

par tner ing  wi th  des igners :

• Apex Wood Floors (Contact John Lessick at 630-

963-9322)

•  C h a r t e r  S i l l s  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  L i g h t i n g  D e s i g n
(Contact  M a r k  Si l l s at  312-759-5909)

•  M a t e r i a l s  M a r ke t i n g (Contact  D e b b i e  Wi n t o n at

3 1 2 - 2 2 6 - 0 2 2 2  x 1 0 6 ) .  P r e s e n t a t i o n  I d e a :   t h e

beauty  o f  a rch i tectura l  s tone  and t i le  f rom a  h is -

tor ica l  bas is  or  a  pract ica l  des ign  bas is  o f  how

archi tectura l  s tone  and t i le  can  unique ly  imbue

pro jects  wi th  s ty le  and  persona l i ty.

•  Bi j a k  D e si g n s (Contact  J a c k i e  P a u l at  630-980-

1528)  would  l ike  to  be  par tnered  wi th  a  des igner

to  d iscuss  Faux  Fin ishes  and  Stenc i l ing

Any  des igners  or  IP  members  in teres ted  in  par t ic i -

pat ing  in  the  Speakers  Bureau  program,  p lease  con -

tact  M i c h e l l e  Wa t t ,  A SI D ,  a t  630-258-1640,  or  the

ASID of f ice  a t  312-467-5080 for  more  in format ion .

S t i l l  R o o m  t o  G r o w !

http://www.asidillinois.com/speakers-bureau.php
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By Hilary Sopata, ASID

W
hat is new in Illinois regarding Inter ior
Design Legislation?  Well, the ASID National
Office has a department dedicated to
Government and Public Affairs, and they

keep track of legislative efforts throughout the country,
including Illinois.  Here is an excerpt from the recent
house bill update regarding news in Illinois:

HB 4364— Creates the Mold Remediation
Registration Act. Requires the Department of Public
Health to submit an annual report to committees of
the General Assembly concerning the implementation
of any federal regulations. Introduced on Jan. 4. and
referred to Rules. Jan. 18 reassigned to Environment &
Energy Committee.  Jan. 31 tabled.  Sponsored by Rep.
Thomas Holbrook.  

HB 4709—Amends the Interior Design Title Act. Changes
the number of members on the Board of Interior Design
Professionals from 5 to 7.  Introduced on Jan. 12 and
referred to Rules.  Sponsored by Rep. Angelo Saviano.  

SB 2704—Amends the Good Samaritan Act, adding inte-
rior design professionals to the list of professionals who
have limited liability for professional services provided
without fee in response to disasters or catastrophic events.
Introduced on Jan. 20 and referred to Rules.  Sponsored by
Senator Debbie DeFrancesco Halvorson.

The last one is an important amendment that is an exam-
ple of the small steps it takes to grow our profession to the
level of esteem and recognition that related professions
experience at a legislative level.  None of these have
passed as I am writing this because it takes a long time to
create and amend government bills.

Further,  of major concern is HB 5002 Truth in
Employment Act.  Intending to reduce the use of subcon-
tractors in the construction industry, the bill could affect
Interior Designers directly as well as indirectly.  How will
House Bill 5002 impact design firms?

The Bill may have a direct adverse impact on: 
1. Design firms wishing to utilize independent contrac-

tors, or 
2. Individual designers seeking to provide services as an

independent contractor to firms who may be unwilling
to enter into such a relationship if the Bill passes. 

We were successful in keeping this bill from passing
before the session ended!  Watch for it to reappear in the
fall and be ready to take action!  You can find out who your 

elected officials are by visiting www.asid.org/legislation/
Capitol+Connections.htm

For more information or to get involved in this 
movement, call the ASID office or go to www.iidcpac.org or
e-mail info@iidcpac.org.                            

L e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  I n t e r i o r  D e s i g n

847-616-0166

Call Today for your free design consultation! 

Fine Quality Custom Shutters 

Solid Hardwood Construction  

20 Years of Experience 

Custom Colors & Stains

Free Measure & Installation

Made to Your Window’s  Specifications 

Invite Elegance In 

Aspen Millwork  

847-616-0166

Call Today for your free design consultation! 

Fine Quality Custom Shutters 

Solid Hardwood Construction  

20 Years of Experience 

Custom Colors & Stains

Free Measure & Installation

Made to Your Window’s  Specifications 

Invite Elegance In 

Aspen Millwork  

mailto:info@iidcpac.org
http://www.iidcpac.org
http://www.asid.org/legislation/Capitol+Connections.htm
http://www.asid.org/legislation/Capitol+Connections.htm
http://www.asid.org/legislation/Capitol+Connections.htm
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Don’t Get Bounced!

Perhaps you’ve changed email providers, 
your place of employment or your
address. Or, we may have spelled it 
wrong.  

Please contact the ASID Illinois Chapter
and make sure we have your correct  
email address so we can get you back
in the loop with chapter news and  
announcements!

Contact Erin Ravelingeen at the ASID Office  
312-467-5080 or asidil@sbcglobal.net 

T
he stars came out at the ASID NeoCon Networking
Luncheon on June 14, 2006.  ASID Illinois took this
opportunity to thank our Chapter’s Past Presidents and
remind them how important their leadership and

contributions have been to ASID Illinois. Each Past President
and Fellow was presented with a bouquet of flowers with pink
or yellow roses to symbolize appreciation and friendship.
Alan Switzer and The William Switzer Showroom team
were gracious hosts, and used this venue to introduce the
fabulous Andre Arbus Collection to the design industry.
Guests were thrilled to reconnect with friends while grazing on
fantastic French fare. A photographic history of ASID was being
shown nearby and reflected 75 years of INDISPENSABLE,
INSPIRATIONAL & INCREDIBLE INTERIOR DESIGN IN
ILLINOIS. In addition to 13 Past Presidents, we were
honored to welcome guests from ASID National.  Joining us in
this celebration was: Robert Wright, FASID National
President, Anita Baltimore, FASID National Past-President,
and Michael Alin, Hon. FASID, executive director.

Betty Jo Purvis, FASID and her committee put together
a wonderful event and we thank them for their efforts.

N e o C o n  N e t w o r k i n g  L u n c h e o n
H o n o r s  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t s  a n d  

7 5  Y e a r s  o f  D e s i g n  i n  I l l i n o i s

TOP LEFT: Past-President Linda
Truckenmiller, ASID, current chapter
President Mary Dluzen, ASID and Sue
Kirkman, ASID take a break during
NeoCon to mix and mingle with fellow
ASID members. 

TOP RIGHT:
Joan Blutter, FASID was honored by
President Mary Dluzen, ASID for being
president of ASID Illinois twice - she was
president in 1963 and in 1974!

ABOVE: Lorraine Neilson,
Showroom Manager and
Luncheon Chair Betty Jo
Purvis, FASID

Click on ad for more information on this company.

http://www.deborahbensondesigns.com
http://www.asidillinois.com
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LES TISSUS COLBERT

Draperies By 
  Yelena, Ltd.

INDUSTRY
PARTNER

WFCP
Window fashions
Certification Program

630-761-8614

www.DraperiesByYelena.com

2006 International Window Coverings Expo
IngenuityWorkroom Competition
2nd place Specialty Treatments

SHOWROOM
1948 w. Fabyan Parkway  Batavia  IL   60510
WORKROOM
1454 Louis Bork Dr  Batavia  IL  60510

WINDOW COVERINGS
ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA

Full service to the trade, Measuring, Technical assistance,
 Workroom, Wall upholstery, Installation & Customer Financing

GENEVA, ILLINOIS • 207 W. State Street • 630.232.9940 HINSDALE, ILLINOIS • 120 S. Washington Street • 630.850.9430
New location! NEW BUFFALO, MICHIGAN • 425 S. Whittaker Street • 269.586.2244

Fabric 110-inch imported fabric available by the yard.  Hundreds

of designs exclusive to our shops including toiles, prints, matelasses,

checks and jacquards.  Furniture & Antiques French and

English antiques and reproductions. Swedish Country Furniture.

Accessories Lamps, pottery, art, pillows and more from around the

world.  Design Program Please inquire about our Designer 

program for outside designers.

www.lestissuscolbertusa.com

european style
creating a 

for your home

Click on ad for more information on this company.

Click on ad for more information on this company.

http://www.lestissuscolbertusa.com
http://www.draperiesbyyelena.com


Certified Public Accountants & Consultants

Rick Gilman, CPA
225 N. Michigan Avenue, 11th Floor
Chicago, IL 60601
312.819.4300
www.virchowkrause.com

can make it hard 
to focus on what’s
really important.

R U N N I N G Y O U R B U S I N E S S E F F I C I E N T LY
is no easy task. Look to our 

financial and operational 

professionals to free up your 

time, so you can focus on 

your passion for creativity  

and keeping your clients 

happy. Call today for a 

free consultation and find 

out how we’ve teamed up

with the interior design  

industry for more than 

25 years. We’ll help you 

focus on what’s really 

important to you. 

overwhelmed
feeling

Click on ad for more information on this company.

http://www.virchowkrause.com

	



